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SOLICITOR-GENERAL — GRANT DONALDSON, SC 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Attorney General) [12.08 pm]: I rise to inform the house that on 
21 February this year the Governor in Executive Council appointed Mr Grant Donaldson, SC, as Solicitor-
General for Western Australia. Mr Donaldson, SC, brings considerable knowledge of law and advocacy 
experience to the role from his background at the private bar. He has been selected for his appreciation of wider 
public policy issues, as well as substantial experience in commercial, private and criminal litigation. 

Mr Donaldson, SC, was admitted to practise in this state in 1987, having completed a Bachelor of Jurisprudence 
and Bachelor of Laws (Hons) from the University of Western Australia, and a Bachelor of Civil Law from 
Oxford University. He was the Western Australian Rhodes scholar in 1986. Since 1998, Mr Donaldson, SC, has 
practised as a barrister at Francis Burt Chambers and was appointed Senior Counsel in 2004, and has been 
president of the WA Bar Association and the president of the state’s Legal Practice Board. 
Mr Donaldson’s salary has been determined by the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal and has been adjusted—I 
should say adjusted downwards—to take into account the retention of his right to limited private practise. This 
appointment has involved a slight change to previous practice, and has been designed to attract the most senior 
counsel from the Western Australian bar, as has been successful in the case of Mr Donaldson, SC. The 
government takes this opportunity to also thank Mr Robert Mitchell, SC, Deputy State Solicitor, who acted in the 
role since June 2011. Mr Mitchell’s legal knowledge and experience proved invaluable in a wide range of 
matters.  

I also note for the house that Mr Donaldson, SC, is a board member of the Fremantle Dockers. In terms of the 
government’s draft, he is an excellent pick-up for our legal firepower! 
 


